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National Hospital Chairman, Disabled American Veterans’ Auxiliary 


“The veteran who Hansen’s disease patient Carville the most 
discriminated-against the country.” 
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PROGRESS REPORT 


ALL RESTRICTIONS WITH REGARD 
TRAVEL LEPROSY PATIENTS HAVE BEEN RES- 
CINDED OUR STATE BOARD HEALTH. Lep- 


rosy stilla reportable disease but there are specific regu- 
lations with regard isolation and quarantine. Our present 
regulation simply states that the physician making the di- 
agnosis shall contact the State Health Officer for instruc- 
tions. You may assured that the instructions that would 
given, would liberal and agreement with our pres- 


ent knowledge the disease. 
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Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 

Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Hazard Duty Pay 
have recommended the Secretary Defense the appoint- 

ment permanent Personnel Board which will report direct 
him that continuing study can made all the important 
parts the Armed Service Pay program. The Secretary the 
process appointing this Board the present moment. have 
also recommended that this leprosy problem given further study 
quite promptly, together with several other matters that feel 
should have intensive and continuing study. 

CHARLES: HOOK, Chairman 

Advisory Commission Service Pay 

(Hoover Commission) 
Middletown, Ohio 


(THE STAR commented Hazard Duty Pay “Ghost the 
Month,” January, 1949, and “Attacking February, 1949.— 
Editorial reprint from St. Louis Dispatch.) 


cannot help but wonder whether Mr. Hook not putting his 
own interpretation the reference for extra pay for United States 
workers Hansen’s disease. 

know personally thousands doctors and others employed 
hospitals this character, and not know definitely one 
who was induced this work because financial reasons. 
fact, the vast majority are missionary doctors who live mere 
pittance. own experience leads the conclusion that most 
these are interested the problem from humanitarian stand- 
point and that would very difficult not impossible divorce 
them from this interest. 

PERRY BURGESS, President 
Leonard Wood Memorial 
New York, 


This story gives good opportunity bring out into the 
open the myth the great danger medical personnel treating 
leprosy, and permits strike blow the communicability 
this disease. 

have always agreed that medical personnel who will spend 
their time such unpopular subjects ought have extra pay 
that this neglected illness may present some inducement more 
members the medical profession, but object the practice 
tying this extra pay the myth health hazard the case 
leprosy and not giving doctors treating other more con- 
tagious diseases such tuberculosis, reported 100 times more 
communicable than leprosy. 

COL. RAREY, 
Ret. 
Decatur, Georgia 


Florida Case—U. Story and Winchell Broadcast 

When was taking P.G. work New York years ago, 
patients with Hansen’s disease were treated Out-Patients and 
went and came freely those with diabetes. 

Grown people dislike have anybody speak about “educating” 
them. You will accomplish more using some such term 
“spreading information.” 

your February issue “deprived treatment” suggests that 
someone maliciously kept this man from getting treatment. 
seems certain that “has had treatment” would express the fact. 
There nothing medical ethics exempt doctors from the 
laws their States. 

WORTHINGTON, M.D. 
Editor, Southern Medicine Surgery 
Charlotte, 


But the laws the States not require the doctors report 
cases leprosy the newspapers some them have done. 
Ed. 


sympathize fully with your goal having individuals afflicted 
with leprosy treated like other human beings. 

Actually the lurid picture the leprosy patient who “fled” 
from Jackson Memorial Hospital was painted sensational re- 
porters and radio commentators. Neither the County Health De- 
partment nor this hospital was any sense responsible for the 
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character the stories that were circulated. fact did not 
report the newspapers but when asked about reported 
only insignificant incident and not one excited about. 
carefully explained all the reporters that contacted that 
had many occasions had close association with individuals 
suffering from leprosy and that far was concerned con- 
them much less infectious than the usual case tubercu- 
osis. 
(the patient) did not flee from this hospital. 
placed open ward and simply walked out. 
HILLMAN, M.D., Director 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 


was 


Miami, Florida 


Brig. General Hillman, C., A., Ret., was Commanding 
Officer Letterman General Hospital, San Francisco, June, 1946, 
the time Mrs. Hornbostel’s case was diagnosed. She reports that 
Dr. Hillman was very much favor her remaining there for 
treatment, but she under the impression that the Public 
Health Service opposed this, insisting her transfer Carville. 
Mrs. Hornbostel feels that she probably would have recovered much 
faster the invigorating climate San Francisco. 
Ed. 


Odious Word 
I’m inclined quarrel with your distaste for the word leprosy, 
though course that very easy thing for uninvolved layman 
do. But the general public has learned lose its terror 
tuberculosis, and cancer, and any number other at-one-time 
dreaded diseases, why not leprosy, too? Isn’t general under- 
standing the better way, the long run, rather than the 
assumption another name—with the possible shock discovery 
without understanding—even though this works possible hardship 
the current generation sufferers who have sweat out? 
ELEANOR CHOATE DARNTON 
Women’s National News Service, Inc. 
New York, 


Tuberculosis was formerly called consumption. Change nomen- 
clature helped this instance. 
Ed. 


The emphasis “Hansen’s disease” name considered 
down old taboos and hostile superstitions. not sure that 
Hansen’s disease the best name, but have none better suggest. 
Eponyms are not very satisfactory for scientific, epidemiological and 
statistical purposes, and like the old terms “Bright’s disease,” 
“Graves’ disease,” out use when good scientific designation 
comes along. All interested both strict nomenclature and the 
emotional import names will certainly continue give much 
thought this problem. 

Many more things the January issue THE STAR interested 
me. optimistic, sensible and self-respecting number. should 
think the patients would take great deal satisfaction from this 
excellent example their skill and work hand-setting the type. 

BAYNE-JONES 

The New York Hospital 

Cornell Medical Center 
New York, 


Progressive Policy 

got written into our law that candidate for medical 
licensure Hawaii has make official visit one our 
leprosaria. working here. diagnose now such early cases 
and tuberculoid ones that, the last five years have certified 
149 cases, but those were immediately released non-infec- 
tious. 1888 sent 558 patients hospitals, and you know what 
diagnosis must have been that time. 

now convinced that you have not only reached second base, 
you are actually sliding for third. witness the clipping from the 
Honolulu Advertiser editorial page. Now look how far your “Han- 
sen’s disease” propaganda has traveled. 

The Clinic 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Hawaii seems far ahead continental medical educa- 
tion Hansen’s disease. 

segregation policy concerned, fact some the biggest “fuss” 
has been kicked here the discovery non-infectious cases. 
Recent trends this hospital indicate hospitalization non-infec- 
tious cases will shortened 

bow the Honolulu Advertiser for the nice puff given THE 
STAR. The editorial (January 16, 1949) discussing the educational 
program THE STAR concluded “The little magazine-newspaper 
credit its publishers and their objective.” 
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LIFE CARVILLE 


By FLORENCE COPE MAURICE 


Mrs. Mauricecame fora few weeks last year, 
but like the man who came dinner, she stayed 
indefinitely. However, unlike that character, she never 
wore out her welcome. fountain wisdom, this former 
Columbus, Ohio veteran journalist pitched right inand 
gave big helping hand with our STAR duties. She 
gave pleasant evenings good reading and 
good talk. Always ready share her beloved Kipling, 
she could occasion persuaded have session 
with Tennessee Williams Behrman, while 
THE NEW regular weekly fare. 


asked Mrs. Maurice set down the impressions 
her visit, and here they are. —Ed. 


after came back New Orleans from 
Carville, Warren Ogden, Editor The Times-Pic- 
ayune Sunday Mayazine, asked over 
Tulane University interviewed his class 
journalism. One the first questions asked 
was: “What impressed you most 
reply may shock members the dear un- 
instructed public who refer Carville patients 
“those poor, afflicted people.” told the Tulane 
budding journalists that what impressed most 
forcibly, and permanently, was the happiness 
Carville. looking back those seven months 
when was one you, every way except having 
Hansen’s disease, the days seem full laughter, 
and courage and tolerance and mutual helpful- 
ness. 

spoke too, the almost incredible changes 
noticed, changes brought about the entrance 
upon the Carville scene the sulfone drugs. 
When visited Carville first, years ago, there was 


atmosphere listlessness, resignation; all 
that replaced sort stirring life and hope. 

Possibly some tentative visitor might encour- 
aged some impressions and see for 
him herself what really constitutes “Life Car- 
ville.” you put it, was there long enough 
really get the feel the place.” Here are the pic- 
tures that flash onto thescreen memory,as welived 
each day. First, the early morning, comes the drive 
the guest station wagon from Percy’s Carville 
hamlet, along the levee the station. During 
Spring and Summer its gentle, grass covered slope 
thick with wild flowers. the right that 
awful gravel road hope before come again the 
long promised black top will have been laid!) the 
levee fields often were several feet deep white 
ground mist, through which the Marine Hospital 
buildings arose like enchanted white city. 

sure, the steel fence still surrounds the 
grounds, but the topping barbed wire gone 
and the fence really ornamental now with its 
drapery flowering vines. Next comes picture 
Willy the gate. Each morning laughter began 
there, for Willy the Saturnine has sense hu- 
mor. can see his eyes twinkle takes the 
names all the early morning visitors. could 
never remember Mary name and put her 
down his little note book Mrs. Tamale. 

the infirmary steps, husbands, sons, wives 
daughters were always standing waiting with 
smiles, greet their special visitors. 

The next vivid pictures are Hans (Major 
Hornbostel) and walking from the road, 
the cement paths, the cottages. can see Ann 
Page, the busy bee, the never late, wheeling to- 
ward her bike, route her desk THE 
STAR suite offices. She always had smile ora 
laugh, with her “good morning.” Oh, that efficient 
Ann. Few “career can match her for 
sheer ability. 


One sees flowers around every cottage the 
walk your cottage and the Hornbostel menage. 
Flowers literally all kinds and color, dewey 
sweet. near the Hornbostel cottage, the Ma- 
jor starts shouting Gertrude” and then 
“Suki” his Scottie rambles out. Gertrude 
outdoors, one sees her work among her flowers. 
Such beauties. 


Down the short walk your cottage where 
rattle the door the screened porch brought 
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Ernesto, and that proper Bostonian Bull Dog —Bing 
Lowell Cabot Stein. 

Usually, during the season for them, Hans came 
with big dish blackberries he’d picked early 
that morning. and that brings mental flash 
Gerry Jackson being neighborly with her won- 
derful gumbo, and Ann’s donations cake her 
own baking. Those demonstrations friendliness 
one never can forget. 

After breakfast, you and arm arm, because 
had your eyes, walked THE STAR 
editorial office; very often you broke into song. 
can see the wide bays front all the “houses” 
which compose the huge quadrangle. Every bay 
with its rocking chairs occupied women patients 
and soon rounded the curve and started 
the main corridor, could hear laughter. 

Exchanges “good mornings”—jokes, 
all the way. this morning melange recall es- 
pecially Dolly, but always ready with some robust 
greeting. Turn right, hear the press clicking— THE 
STAR corridor. Stop Ann’s open door, where 
one gets, you get chorus “Good morning, 
Boss”. Then into your office, where tackle the 
mail you your Promin shot, with Paul, 
Oscar, Nick before that lad got his discharge. 

Always rush THE STAR office and the 
visitors. From all corners the world and all in- 
teresting —except maybe “Hawk Mercy” so. 

Dr. Jo, beloved chief all, would call up, “Is 
Stanley there?” “No Doctor Jo, he’s over getting 
shot”, one day after you got your own long- 
distance telephone, “No Dr. Jo, he’s the other 
line.” “Well hope doesn’t fall off hang 
himself.” 

had arguments —one about Mr. Perry 
Burgess’ book “Who Walk want 
make myself clear about this. read the book 
three times. more than interested me, but 
out step with modern treatments and modern 
conditions Hansen patients. There much 
horror “Who Walk Alone”. there should 
now horror connected with Hansen’s. The 
public large, large proportion any rate, 
still know little about Hansen’s. Like children 
the dark they are frightened every “Boo”. 
feel too, that any and every horror picture 
phrase, connected with the dark past, acts 
another “Boo”, and adds misconceptions about 
one the most feebly communicable all dis- 
eases. this feeling that impelled, compelled 
say, when you asked opinion, that 
thought was mistake print some the Abbott 
Laboratory pictures THE STAR. The company 


magazine “What’s New” splendid for doctors, 
but felt, and still feel, was mistake send 
THE STAR public. Let the dead past, those 
days before the sulfone “angels mercy”, bury its 
dead. Forget those ugly pictures, and let others 
forget them. They not belong the present 
Carville. 

Another vivid picture the coming fascinat- 
ing little Joey, and later, the beautiful birthday 
dinner party given her our fine Filipino boys. 
And your birthday when the gang and dear Mrs. 
and Dr. gathered office where you 
were greeted with recording the voices your 
friends. course there were birthday cakes and 
you were really surprised. Such fun! 

Another picture the printing room 
STAR assembly day, when all the boys and girls, 
even the real youngsters, gathered assemble 
THE STAR. That big room hummed and again 
there was much laughter. And from the room 
where Jesse did his remarkable laundry work, often 
came sounds music from guitars. 

There were movie nights, entertainments 
groups from nearby cities, when never heard 
such enthusiasm was shown friends the 
patients. One entertainer said was genuine joy 
play and sing for Carville audiences, that their 
enthusiasm was stimulating. more than stim- 
ulating visitors, think. The enthusiasm 
manifested applause, cheers and, when pretty 
girl appears, wolf calls and whistles. noon, all 
work halts. Walking along the corridor one meets 
crowds patients, single. couples and groups, 
hurrying along the cafeteria for dinner. One 
meets, too, colored waiters white jackets and 
chef caps, wheeling aluminum wagons where 
food kept hot, for blind and crippled patients 
whose needs are served their rooms. 

Many pictures dinners given us, come mind. 
Such warm-hearted hospitality guest. All 
these dinner parties were real fun, and all were 
given one other the cottages com- 
prising “Cottage Grove”; all except one, which 
Alice prepared the small room which she has, 
perforce, made home for Lewis, her husband, and 
herself. This gives opportunity for one the few 
criticisms visitor wants make. One wonders 
why earth there are not provided adequate 
quarters, especially for married folk, Carville? 
Why doesn’t the Washington “Big Brass” furnish 
such quarters, permit patients able so, 
buiid cottages for themselves? Another big “won- 
der” and “why” pertains marriages between 

(continued page 15) 
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SOUTH DAKOTA REMOVES 
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 


Overcoming entrenched and superstitious prej- 
udice, the greatest obstacle progress the prob- 
lem Hansen’s disease, the South Dakota State 
Board Health has voted unanimously rescind 
Section Chapter (Public Health Laws and 
Regulations). This section prevented leprosy pa- 
tients from using common carrier transportation 
unless they had permits from the U.S. Public 
Health Service and from the Health Department 
the states from and which they desired 
travel. 

Dr. Gilbert Cottam, former Superintendent 
the South Dakota Board Health writes, “As far 
South Dakota concerned have been unable 
find that have ever had case leprosy re- 
ported the State Board Health.” The records 
the national leprosarium show that case 
was admitted from that state, but the patient was 
native Finland and doubt acquired the in- 
fection there. Now the outmoded regulation for- 
bidding the use the common carrier Han- 
sen patients has been struck off the books 
that state. 

Some might contend that since Hansen’s dis- 
ease practically non-existent that state the law 
longer necessary and its removal has little 
significance. reality the opposite true, for 
lends further emphasis the progressive trend 
the new Public Health approach the problem. 

The common carrier regulation without doubt 
one the blocks. Many, not most, 
the states have similar archaic rules which stem 
from the Federal legislation enacted more than 
half-century ago. The present law was adopted 
1912, and there has been revision since, 
far know, spite the advance under- 
standing and treatment Hansen’s disease. That 
law, Standard Railway Sanitary Code, 
has the most burdensome restrictions with regard 
travel Hansen patients. such require- 
ments exist for persons with other communicable 
diseases, not even tuberculosis. 


Authorities are agreed that leprosy not com- 
municated casual contact. Travel common 
carriers patients would involve only casual and 
brief contact. Dr. McCoy, dean American 
leprologists, declares that “all who have given the 
problem thought believe that practically restric- 
tions are necessary the interests public health.” 

Continuance common-carrier regulations 
serves only perpetuate lepraphobia and the un- 
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warranted stigma the disease. Because those 
rules, Carville patients have been compelled 
pay the highest prices for conveyance and from 
their homes, which has only been relieved during 
the past two years the gift station wagon 
from the American Legion. The same restrictions 
hamper efforts the Public Health Service 
control the disease imposing difficulties 
bringing patients the national leprosarium for 
treatment. 

1947 the Public Health Service drafted 
proposal and submitted tothe American As- 
sociation Railroads, that would enable patients 
under treatment for Hansen’s disease travel 
the railroads without restriction provided certain 
minimum requirements were met. The railroads 
did not accede the request. Although they were 
quite sympathetic, “the public,” they said, “would 
not appreciate the suggestion.” other words they 
rejected the medical opinion the matter fa- 
vor public prejudice. They doubt are aware 
that such outmoded regulations now maintain 
are violated constantly, yet are willing wink 
infringements thereof rather than breast popular 
fears taking clear stand the side science. 
the other hand, are ever free the pub- 
lic the ideas stigma and high contagion, these 
rules must abolished. 

would commend, therefore, the South Da- 
kota Board Health for its enlightened and real- 
istic stand removing regulations which are un- 
necessary the first place and whose only sup- 
port the realm ignorance. 


interesting sidelight that one time the 
Northwest Territory, especially Minnesota, was 
focal point for Hansen’s disease, brought 
Scandinavian immigrants. But without isolation 
medical therapy the disease completely died 
out. Some climatic factor prevents the disease be- 
ing transmitted gaining foothold there. 

Dr. Clarence Mills the University Cin- 
cinnati, authority climate, criticizes the lo- 
cation the leprosarium Carville, where, 
says, “the long summers debilitating Louisiana 
heat reduce disease-resisting vitality. Instead,” 
adds, “it should removed the Dakotas where 
climatic stimulation high.” 704, the Natio- 
nal Leprosy Act, now before Congress, would 
provide treatment center the north. 
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Extract from Message Hon. Ingram Stainback, Governor 
Hawaii Twenty-Fifth Session the Territorial Legislature 
February 16, 1949 


has been definitely shown that leprosy, 
Hansen’s disease, not highly contagious dis- 
ease. fact, the least contagious all the com- 
municable diseases, certain types not being com- 
municable all. While generally recognized 
that selective segregation necessary, our present 
policy compulsory segregation and complete 
isolation all leprosy patients not only unnec- 
essary but expensive and useless cruelty im- 
posed upon Hansen’s patients and their relatives 
and friends and tends defeat its own purpose. 


quote from article, “Facts that You 
Should Know About Hansen’s Disease” THE 
STAR, publication the patients the Nation- 
(Here Governor Stainback quoted 
liberally from FACTS and FURTHFR FACTS, 
carried regularly inside cover THE STAR). 


long ago 1916, when the United States 
Committee Public Health met consider the 
establishment leprosarium, Dr. 
Isadore Dyer, Dean the Tulane School 
Medicine, pointed out that the low degree com- 
municability leprosy did not justify the contin- 
uance the present compulsory segregation pol- 
said, “The patient with tuberculosis 
travels the public carriers; goes different 
resorts and places where might cared for 
the other hand, there are few 
states that not discriminate against the leprosy 
patient... spite the fact that the danger 
contagion from him about 100 compared 
with the tubercular patient.” 


believe that our present method isola- 
tion, which might well termed banishment and 
little short legal death, nothing short 
crime against innocent victims disease and that 
defeats its own purpose, frequently causing 
those afflicted, and their relatives, conceal such 
affliction instead seeking early medical aid and 
cure. This ostracism the sick archaic, sur- 
vival Dark Age Ignorance and unreasona- 
ble fear. means the ruin, social ostracism and 
tragic death innocent victims disease that 
can easily prevented and actually less in- 
fectious than most diseases, infectious all 
personal contact. 


With less than 300 patients Kalaupapa, many 


them non-infectious, should planning 
now abandon this expensive and 
provide humane and modern treatment those 
who may contract the disease. Further, should 
eliminate the word from our statute books 
and substitute the word disease. 
truth, might not only adopt this Norwegian 
name, but adopt the Norwegian method mod- 
ern, humane treatment those afflicted with 
Hansen’s disease, and provide that all necessary 
segregation and treatment reasonable way, 
not our present “banishment” inaccessible 
Kalaupapa. 


With advances the treatment this disease, 
particularly the use the sulfone drugs, 
have high hopes that disease can 
practically eliminated from the Territory within 
short period time. suggest that the legislature 
have study made recommend proper action 
rid ourselves this blot upon Hawaii’s good 
name. 


The Press sat and took considerable 
notice Governor Stainback’s comments about 
Kalaupapa. The wire story date-lined Hono- 
lulu, February 18, made page one many big 
dailies, including the New York Times. Time, the 
weekly news magazine, March 1949, under 
Medicine, captioned its Kalaupapa story “Survival 
Dark Age.” ...Actually, leprosy considered 
less infectious than tuberculosis. But Hawaiians 
preferred slow. Said Harry Kleugel, head 
the Hawaiian Board Hospitals: “We should 
wary jumping into something new when the 
present operation showing results.” Five bills 
were introduced after the message, but 
none was for immediate action. One asked for 
survey leprosy Hawaii and report the 
next session; another asked for more research. The 
others would make life easier Kalaupapa such 
details allowing photographs sent home 
(now only scientific pictures may out). 

Washington, Public Health Service of- 
ficials had plans for abandoning the only lep- 
rosarium the continental Carville, La. ... 

Recent statements some the leading medi- 


(continued page 12) 
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SHAMROCK 


Mrs. Florence Green Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
National Hospital Chairman the Women’s 
Auxiliary the Disabled American Veterans, lost 
time putting her absorbing personal interest 
Carville veterans into action following her visit 
this hospital February 

Speaking New Orleans February before 
meeting DAV and Veterans Administration 
representatives. Mrs. Green said. “The veteran who 
Hansen’s disease patient Carville, the most 
discriminated-against the Mrs. Green 
told her audience that despite the fine facilities 
Carville, veterans there “have been denied their 
Men with all other diseases are al- 
lowed into regular hospitals while those with Han- 
sen’s disease, which only feebly communicable, 
have been segregated. Mrs. Green declared that the 
DAV was backing the National Leprosy Act 
now before Congress. This Bill would al- 
low veterans with Hansen’s disease treated 
Veterans Administration hospitals and also 
provides rehabilitation measures which Carville 
veterans are now denied. 

Such vigorous support was hailed with enthu- 
siasm the veterans who are patients here. 
fact, Mrs. Green’s visit this hospital lifted mo- 
rale high. The local vets had met Mrs. Green be- 
fore, but her first visit, 1947, was all too brief. 
This time she spent almost the entire day here. 
the afternoon, informal get-together our 
Club Lounge, told Mrs. Green our troubles, 
big and little. Through all, she was 
and sympathetic listener. When she was told that 
Carville veterans were passed the 
and V.A. Hospital Camp Shows because some 
technical clause the charter these organiza- 
tions, Mrs. Green promised directly head- 
quarters see what could done about it. 

Mrs. Green serving her sixth consecutive year 
National Hospital Chairman the DAV Aux- 
iliary. During this time she has kept close touch 
with Carville vets and through her interest the 
Auxiliary has provided gifts for special occasions 
and sponsored several our community projects. 
interesting sidelight Mrs. Green’s ability 
fire others with her own enthusiasm for helping 
Carville vets the way which she has aroused 
Louisiana groups our need. Mrs. Irma Griffatta, 
DAV Auxiliary member New Orleans her 
first visit this hospital February 28, brought 
several musical instruments our boys 
have lived near you all life but knew lit- 
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ite. 


While official visit the Louisiana Department, 
Mrs, Green also visited Veterans’ Hospitais New Or- 
leans and Alexandria. She was Carville 
group Department officials, Shown here the 
our C.ub Lounge are, seated, Mrs. Ralph Bertheaud 
New Department Commander; Mrs. Green; 
Mrs. Hornbostel; Mrs. Fischer New Orleans, State 
Hospital Chairman. Standing, Mr. Bertheaud, Past Depart- 
ment Commander DAV and Mr, Capital 
City Chapter, Baton Rouge. 


tle nothing about the hospital until heard Mrs. 
Green speak the Auxiliary banquet. Now, 
want all can help, too, and sure 
that many others who heard her, feel the same 
way about it.” 

National Convention the DAV Auxiliary 
passes without Mrs. Green telling the delegates 
from all over the country about Carville. She par- 
ticularly stresses the vital need for public enlight- 
enment concerning Hansen’s disease and 
connection she has done and doing magnifi- 
cent job selling THE STAR. 

Since her return Kalamazoo, Mrs. Green has 
redoubled her efforts our educational program. 
She has addressed two large groups and writes, 
have some others lined up, too.” She planning 
meeting this month Detroit, which Dr. 
Hartmann Lichtwardt, internationally known han- 
senologist, will invited guest speaker. 


like remember Mrs. Green’s words, given 
all sincerity leaving us, want you veterans 
Carville know that you shall always 
friends. shall always best see that you 
get better break, from now on.” 
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MISSION OFFICIALS VISIT CARVILLE 


speaking tour the South, group of- 
ficials The American Mission Lepers, Inc., 
with headquarters New York, were Carville 
February 14. They spent the afternoon greeting 
patients, many whom they had met previ- 
ous visits. 


Pictured here the usual order are M.S. Moore, 
Regional Secretary, Dallas, Texas; Mrs. Thomas 
Husk, Southern Field Secretary; Mrs. Julia 
Kellersberger, Promotional Secretary; the Mis- 
sion’s representative Carville, Chaplain Clifton 
Rash; and Dr. Eugene Kellersberger, Gener- 
Secretary and world authority Hansen’s 
disease. 

The tour took the group into North Carolina, 
Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Okla- 
homa, Texas and New Mexico “spread their 
gospel overcoming prejudice, fear and supersti- 
tion that the persons who have leprosy may 
treated like sick people instead criminals”. They 
spoke many times before church and civic organ- 
izations. The press gave their meetings prominent 
coverage. 

Dr. Kellersberger native Texan and the prob- 
lem that state seems special interest 
him, least, his cogent statements made Hous- 
ton, Texas, indicate The HOUSTON POST 
(Feb. 24) reported: 


Texas probably has the highest per- 
centage leprosy any state the 
United States. Houston, with the possible 
exception San Antonio, probably has 
the highest incidence leprosy Texas. 

“These two facts are important pub- 
lic knowledge, but not alarming” the 


THE STAR 


opinion Dr. Kellersberger. 

“Nobody knows how many Americans 
have leprosy,” Dr. Kellersberger said, “but 
there are probably between 3000 and 5000 
the United States. California, Texas 
Louisiana and Florida, leprosy endemic 
—it can caught without leaving the 
state”. 

“Texas has sent more patients the 
National Leprosarium Carville, La.,than 
any other state except Louisiana. They 
are peoples from all walks life. This 
does not mean that Texans should get 
alarmed, but there closing 
one’s eyes this problem.” 

“Leprosy only mildly contagious,” Dr. 
Kellersberger reminds, “but one 
the most chronic diseases the world. 
takes long time arrest cure.” 

“From epidemic standpoint, leprosy 
may never problem the United 
States,” said. “But for the few thou- 
sands who catch it, tragedy. means 
social ruin because the stigma attached. 
Yet easily prevented, and not 
inherited.” 

“Every large center population the 
United States should have clinic for the 
treatment leprosy,” Dr. Kellersberger 
insists —and backed many the 
leaders his field. 

NOT BELIEVE THAT 
INSTITUTION LIKE CARVILLE, 
HOWEVER FINE THE SERVICE, 
WILL SOLVE THE PROBLEM THE 
UNITED STATES. PEOPLE THERE 
BECAUSE THEY ARE FORCED TO, 
PERSON RUNS AWAY, CAN 
ARRESTED, RETURNED AND EVEN 
FINED. AND FOR THE PERSON SUC- 
CESSFULLY TREATED AND DIS- 
MISSED FROM CARVILLE,THE TRAG- 
EDY MAY ONLY HAVE BEGUN 
—THE STIGMA STILL WITH HIM. 

THE RESULT THAT THERE ARE 
MORE CASES OUTSIDE CAR- 
VILLE THAN INSIDE. THERE ARE 
NUMBER CASES RIGHT HERE 
HOUSTON AND TEXAS PER- 
SONS SUFFERING FROM LEPROSY 


(continued page 11) 


NEW IDEAS ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE 


From March October, 1946, and again from 
November 1947 March 1948, was able under- 
take extended field study. This included Mex- 
ico, parts Central America and the West Indies, 
South America, Africa, France, Hawaii, the Philip- 
pine Islands, China, Siam and India. 

Naturally the most varied attitudes and policies 
were encountered. some places deplorable con- 
ditions were found, resembling those the Middle 
Ages their crudity and injustice. other areas 
progress was evident that gave promise new 
day for the victims Hansen’s Disease. With few 
exceptions, governments are showing more signs 
interest and concern about leprosy. Some 
indeed are beginning integrate into their gen- 
eral Public Health programs and are training spe- 
cialists for the work, well carrying mass 
education regards leprosy. This was particularly 
true Brazil, where remarkable progress has been 
made. There the problem considered national 
one, and has become the burden the Federal 
Government, the various State Governments, and 
groups intelligent citizens. 


Old Conceptions Dying 


The old conception that all leprosy patients are 
alike, matter what type the disease they have, 
dying out gradually. The dictum that the fate 
such patient irrevocable also gradually being 
replaced more intelligent and humane con- 
ception. The colossal ignorance and unreasonable 
fear the part the laity and the general indif- 
ference the part the medical and nursing 
profession are also undergoing change. 


Clinics For Early Cases 


now believe that only certain types lep- 
rosy are infectious—perhaps percent —and 
that the remainder are resistant cases who tend 
become arrested cases. Such cases should not 
segregated the usual sense the word nor treat- 
“dangerous”. Herein lies the great injustice 
regards leprosy, which has meant the ruin, social 
ostracism and tragic death countless innocent 
victims disease that can easily prevented 
and that actuallyless infectious than most diseases. 

Early cases leprosy (like early cases tuber- 
culosis, syphilis, other diseases) can safely 
treated and controlled through dermatological 


dispensaries clinics. Family contacts can 
studied through follow-up workers just many 
other public health projects. Under favorable con- 
ditions leprosy, like tuberculosis, tends arrest 
itself spontaneously. However, when stigma- 
tize every person with even single suspicious spot 
have deprived him his fighting chance 
get well and avoid the crippling disfiguring 
progress the disease. must train men and 
women who have special knowledge —leprolo- 
gists; and this means that they must dermatolo- 
gists and neurologists, for leprosy essentially 
skin disease and nerve disease; other manifesta- 
tions are secondary skin and nerve injury. 


Segregation Not Enough 


Leprosy not bed disease nor institutional 
disease. the contrary, intensive occupational 
therapy, using this word its broadest sense, 
very essential. This means physical, mental and 
spiritual therapy addition the medical treat- 
ment and care. Institutionalism robs the patient 
initiative and individuality, and inactivity brings 
out undesirable sides his character. gives him 
inferiority complex and deprives him all 
hope ever becoming again part normal 
society. Instead cooperating with those who 
wish help him, becomes their enemy and 
embittered individual while the disease marches on. 

The modern and intelligent concept the suc- 
cessful treatment leprosy implies the following: 


restudy all laws concerning leprosy. 

Training adequate personnel, medical, nurs- 
ing and administrative. 

national campaign publicity. 

Voluntary segregation resulting from coopera- 
tion between patient and doctor. 

Creation farm colonies for infectious cases. 

Creation special colonies homes for in- 
sane, criminal, badly mutilated hopeless cases. 

Provisions for children and families those 
with leprosy. 

Diagnosis and treatment clinics and consulting 
clinics for early cases mild types. 

interest and knowledge among 
Christians and especially missionary workers about 
this needy and Christ-commanded work. 


Abstracted from Leprosy Missions Digest 
December 1948 


THE STAR 


our readers all know, last month’s STAR 
carried the news about introduction into Congress 
the National Leprosy Act Senator Claude 
Pepper Florida, which particularly proper, 
because that state one the four where Hansen’s 
disease (leprosy) endemic and there are pres- 
ent some patients from Florida under treatment 
this hospital. 

THE NATIONAL LEPROSY ACT, 
sponsored THE AMERICAN FEDERATION 
THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED, 1376 
National Press Building, Washington 
whose objective has long been “to secure enact- 
ALL HANDICAPPED PEOPLE”, according its 
president, Paul Strachan, (below) who himself 
severely handicapped. 


nation-wide drive has just been announced 
arouse public interest and support for this pro- 
gram, which concerns Americans all states, 
matter what their religious political view- 
points might be, because there are some 38,000,000 
handicapped people living this country, most 
whom could become asset instead liability. 
The drive, which began Feb. 14th, will con- 
tinue through May 15th. 

Take the approximately 400 patients this hos- 
pital —with passage THE NATIONAL LEP- 
ROSY ACT (S. 704), many these could become 
wage earners and therefor tax payers, instead 
public charges. The bill has been referred the 
Committee Labor and Public Welfare, which 
composed the following members: Demo- 
crats— Elbert Thomas, Utah, Chairman; James 
Murray, Montana; Claude Pepper, Florida; 
Lister Hill, Alabama; Paul Douglas, Illinois; 
Hubert Humphrey, Withers, Ken- 
tucky. Republicans Taft, Ohio; 


AFPH LAUNCHES DRIVE 


George Aiken, Vermont; Alexander Smith, 
New Jersey; Wayne Oregon; Forrest 
Donell, Missouri. short note the members 
this committee our readers, asking for their 
support the bill, would inestimable 
help toward its passage and would greatly ap- 
preciated all the patients here. 


Mildred Scott, who, although handicapped, National 


normal man woman wants charity fi- 
nancial support without being able give some- 
thing return. Self-respect and peace mind 
come only with busy hands and minds. 


AMERICANS ARE 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED! 


.. . Reports of the Kelley Committee, 
U. S. House of Representatives, as well 
"as from Selective Service, indicate that 
approximately one ont of three citizens 
are, in some degree. physically disabled, 
and problems attendant upon rehabili- 
tation and our Handi- 
zapped are tnerensing dally. 


American federation of the 
Physically Handicapped. a non-profit, 
educational beneficent organization. has 
taken the lending role in promoting 
employment of Handicapped, and ts re 
sponsible for enactment of “NATIONAL 
EMPLOY THE PHYSICALLY HANDI- 
CAPPED WEEK" observed nationally 
the First Week in October of each gear. 


the federation ts) promoting a 
national educational campaign te es- 
tablish (1) federal Commission on 
Services for the Physteally Handi- 
capped: (2) National Cerebral Palsy 
institute: (3) National Leprosy Act: 
(4) National Epilepsy Act. and (5) 
National Censns of Handicapped. 


AFPH needs vont assistance in 
helping the Handicapped become Tate 
Pavers. instead of 


Send vonr contributions today tos 
AMERICAN 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED. UNC, 


1376 National Press Building 
Washington 4. D. 


- — 


GERTRUDE 
U.S. MARINE HOSPITAL, CARVILLE, LA. 
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CHICAGO FRIENDS COME CALLING 


Mardi Gras brought many visitors New Or- 
leans. However, three young ladies from Chicago 
were paramount interest Carvillians because 
they came South not only for the Carnival but al- 
visit us. Edith Holmes and Lorraine Greinke 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. had visited 
before but was our first personal meeting with 
Mae Fitzgerald the Campbell Soup Co. 

The morning February THE STAR plant 
was hum activity and still not much work was 
accomplished because were eagerly antici- 
pating the arrival our guests. Edith, Lorraine 
and Mae finally arrived the early afternoon. 
took them through our plant see our equip- 
ment and meet all the crew. many patients had 
asked meet them express appreciation for 
their wonderful through the years that there 
was open house the Club Lounge later. Pa- 
tients dropped in, met the girls, chatted while, 
enjoyed the music the Son Tropical patients’ 
string band and departed others came in. was 
very informal, friendly gathering. Before return- 
ing New Orleans they came down Chateau 
Simon Cottage Grove for some light refresh- 
ments. 

The Chicago Telephone girls became interested 
Carville early 1946 after Edith Holmes read 
the series articles Bob Casey which had ap- 
peared the Chicago Daily News. Edith got the 
girls the Edgewater, Sunnyside and Long Beach 
Telephone Exchanges together and they decided 
form Carville Club. 

Their first project was “Hello Home Folks” 
plan. Through monthly check us, several pa- 
tients are able phone their families each month. 
This project has been continued through the years 
and has brought much happiness patients and 
the folks home. 

The Christmas 1946 the Bell Telephone girls 
purchased gifts for every patient and THE STAR 
then staged its first Community Christmas party. 

1947 Lorraine Greinke met with Mae Fitz- 
gerald the Campbell Soup Co. Chicago. After 
talking with Lorraine, Mae decided introduce 
the Carville project her office. The girls were 
enthusiastic. They began with box marked “Car- 
ville Chest” Mae’s desk into which everyone 
dropped change. The first $50 collected this way 
was sent for refreshments for the 1947 Christ- 
mas party. The Campbell girls teamed with the 
Bell Telephone girls provide the patients’ Christ- 
mas gifts that year and again this past Yuletide 


J.P. Harris, STAR staff photographer, snapped the girls 
our press room. Mae Fitzgerald the left, Edith 
Holmes, center, and Lorraine Greinke, right, 


season. 

Both groups girls have done many other fine 
things through the years but what appreciate 
most their ever-growing friendship. And the vis- 
its have had from Edith, Lorraine and now 
Mae have been real treats. hope they will 
vacation the South again and make longer vis- 
with their friends this hospital. 


A.P. 


MISSION OFFICIAL ... 


(continued) 


WHO WON’T ADMIT UNTIL 
TOO LATE HELP THEM 
THROUGH TREATMENT. 

BELIEVE THAT MANY SUCH 
CASES CAN SAFELY TREATED 
THEIR HOMES MEDICAL MEN 
WHO ARE ACQUAINTED WITH 
LEPROSY, BUT EVEN BETTER, THEY 
CAN TREATED CONFIDENCE 
OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENTS 
GREAT MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 

THERE UNPARALLELED OP- 

PORTUNITY FOR SUCH CLINIC 
HERE THE NEW TEXAS MEDI- 
CAL CENTER. 
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THE MARINES HAVE 
LANDED 


TELL THE MARINES— Mrs. Gertrude 
doing just that, she shows the 
through THE STAR printing plant. Left right: Theus 


MacQueen Albany, New York; Blake, Baton 
Rouge detachment commandant; G.H. 
Watts Gibson and Wilkes, officers the 
Baton Rouge detachment, 


The Carville situation well hand 
though his visit here February was “pop 
call”, Theus MacQeen, National Commandant 
the Marine Corps League, has indicated the active 
interest the organization (The Natio- 
nal Leprosy Bill). said: “We will delighted 

Commandant MacQeen was Baton Rouge 
February install the newly elected state de- 
partment officers. The ceremonies the Old 
State Capitol were attended Major Hornbostel, 
member the League, who invited MacQeen 
and the Baton Rouge group visit this hospital. 


The New Orleans Graduate Medical Assembly 
held early March attracted more than 2000 
doctors from all over the U.S. its various ses- 
sions. Dr. Waldemar Metz, consultant plastic 
surgery for this hospital, president the As- 
sembly. Most our local resident medical staff 
attended and Saturday, March about 
dermatologists came Carville for special clinic. 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 


75th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 


Chaplain and Mrs. Clifton Rash have been 
invited attend the 75th anniversary celebration 
the First Christian Church Salina, Kansas, 
March 27-29. Mr. grandparents both 
sides and his parents were among the charter 
members this congregation. 

Mr. Rash was baptized and ordained the 
ministry the old church building, which burned 
some years ago. The “new building”, which 
celebrating its 25th anniversary, built the lot 
where Mr. Rash’s grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Rash, built their pioneer home. His 
brother, Leon C., who has visited Carville, was 
born that house. 

Chaplain and Mrs. Rash were born the same 
street Salina, Kansas, and each has brother 
living there now. They will renew many old ac- 
quaintances. 


EXTRACT FROM MESSAGE 


continued from page 


cal men Hawaii indicate their progressive and 
enlightened attitude. 


Dr. Lee, Assistant Health Executive, Board 
Health, Territory Hawaii, says: “There should 
more modern approach the management 
leprosy. There need for better public and 
professional education and understanding this 
disease. Leprosy should handled any other 
communicable disease. 


“The Board Hospitals and Settlement, the 
Board Health and the 
should appoint representatives discuss this sub- 
ject. They should work toward the modification 
our laws leprosy well develop im- 
proved program for the management and educa- 
tion this community concerning this disease.” 


Dr. Wilbar Jr., President, Board Health, 
H., says: believe all who have studied 
the public health aspects leprosy would agree 
that there need for considerable more public 
education toward the fact that leprosy simply 
one the least communicable the communica- 
ble diseases, that people can “cured” leprosy, 
that there stigma whatsoever attached 
having leprosy, and that persons apparently cured 
the disease should able live lives which are 
useful themselves and the community.” 
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VAGABOND 


work when have money and when have 
money places and see things,” said Miss Elsie 
Voigt whocalls herself “The Vagabond Secretary”. 
dollar only something keep her circulating. 

June, 1947, Miss Voigt’s duties field auditor 
with UNRRA took her Manila. There she was 
invited dinner party the home Frank 
Gaines. Mr. Gaines, then Director UNRRA 
the Philippines introduced her Joey Guerrero 
and before the party was over the girls had struck 
fast friendship. 

February Miss Voigt visited New Orleans for 
Mardi Gras and came Carville spend 
couple days with Joey. This gave the oppor- 
tunity meeting one the most interesting 
people ever step into THE STAR office —and 
met them from all over the world! 

“Mr. Gaines was especially anxious for 
meet Joey” said Miss Voigt, “because knew 
interest Hansen’s disease.” Miss Voigt was 
secretary Perry Burgess, President the Leonard 
Wood Memorial from that capacity 
she covered the Fourth International Leprosy Con- 
gress Cairo, Egypt, 1938 and visited leprosaria 
the Dutch East Indies, the Island Ceylon and 
many others far-away places. 

Miss Voigt from Homewood, Illinois, but ev- 
idently she was not impressed with the name 
her home town. Since leaving there 1932, she 
has gone three times around the world and worked 
Hawaii, China, Japan, the Philippines, 
Egypt, Greece, and almost all the capital 
cities Central and South America. When she 
earns enough money working secretary, she 
packs and off again. “Nothing it. Any 


SECRETARY 


American girl who good stenographer and can 
speak several languages can work anywhere the 
world.” Miss Voigt, who attended Northwestern 
University, speaks English, German, French, 
Spanish, Italian, Russian and Chinese. 

The traveling secretary seems have been 
regular magnet for events such revolutions, 
earthquakes and emergency landings. She was 
forced turn back from Chungking the Chi- 
nese Communist rebellion 1936. Her home 
Shanghai was bombed August, 1937. 

“The bomb was dud, but went through 
floors the house, and the next day when went 
work, snipers were all around. walking 

Miss Voigt feels that she has been very fortunate 
having worked for several world-famous men. 
China she was secretary Dr. Edward Hume, 
former president Yale China. She worked 
for Jules Arnold, U.S. Commercial Attache 
Shanghai, and one time she was secretary 
Dr. John Grant, prominent scientist with the 
Rockefeller Foundation the Far East. Mani- 
la, one her early jobs was with Frederick Howe, 
advisor the late President Quezon. 

Recounting her most interesting experiences 
and had many —Miss Voigt told about mak- 
ing her way through the Amazon jungle Peru. 
"It took three days and three nights this 
and think I’m the only white woman who has 
ever attempted it.” 

Returning from the Orient May way 
South Africa, Miss Voigt has been seeing the 
U.S.A. again, bus. leaving New Orleans, 
get job with the State Department which would 
take her Europe, preferably Germany. 

After all her globe trotting thought Miss 
Voigt would find Carville very dull spot but she 
“No indeed, this place just doesn’t seem like 
hospital, it’s like summer resort. Everyone 
seems gay, and there’s much going on.” 

The interview wound the Club Lounge, 
where the local orchestra was playing Spanish 
tangoes.Miss Voigt confided Bachelor Girlhas 
been neglected far too long. She can interest- 
ing the bachelor and get around much. The 
men rate all the publicity either,” she 
added. “What about romance?” asked. “Ro- 
mance,” she chuckled. “I’ve had lots them. I’m 
just like sailor with girl every port.” 
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SPORTS 


recent weeks Carville’s calendar has been 


brimming over with fast-moving, up-to-date 
entertainment, presented college and high 
school students with that gay and sparkling touch 
youth. 

Loyola Travelling Troupe Min- 
strel Players performed here February under 
the auspices the Young Men’s Business Club 
New Orleans. The show, sponsored Loyola’s 
Epsilon Kappa Sigma fraternity, had talent galore, 
including all first place winners the last three 
years’ Talent Nites the University. Featured 
were souped-up comedians, unusually good solo 
songsters and chorus comely coeds. 

The Reverend Joseph Butt, J., presented 
“Joey” with flowers from the students, token 
their admiration for the little Filipino war 
heroine. 

Accompanying the troupe here were Ivor 
Trapolin, president, and Doug Petitpain Jr., chair- 
man events, Y.M.B.C. This organization contin- 
ues show friendly interest Carville pa- 
tients lucky for us. 


The Baker High School Girls’ Chorus (above), 
under the direction Mrs. Greenleaf, gave 
Variety Show here February 18. are in- 
debted the Augustine-Ewing Post the Veter- 
ans Foreign Wars, Baton Rouge, for sponsoring 
this delightful treat. Duets, trios, full chorus num- 
bers and community singing contributed most 
enjoyable evening. 


Carnival Carville what used be; 
parade, Bal Masque; but the Patients’ Federa- 


tion did not let Mardi Gras pass without some cel- 
ebration. the evening March the patients 
danced the music Bert Grey’s orchestra 
Baton Rouge. 


Henry Thomas, golf pro, City Park Course, New 
Orleans, and Lew Klein, former St. Louis Card in- 
field star, who made their initial visit here Jan- 
uary, played return date February 18. This 
time they brought along Connie Ryan, National 
Leaguer. Local sports fans got big thrill from 
morning bull-session the theater when the trio 
answered many questions about baseball and golf. 
the afternoon, despite the sloppy weather, the 
whole aggregation took our golf course for some 
practical demonstrations. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 


PLEASURE SERVE! 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 

Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 
let know any way can serve 


you any time 
**e KK * 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


Established 1910 Member 


NOTICE 
THE telephone number Carville 1502. 
can reached Monday through Friday from 
8:30 A.M. 2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. 
After these hours and Sundays can 
reached Carville 1511. 


NOTICE 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 
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LIFE CARVILLE 
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young folk who have met and fallen love while 
Carville. Why the name logic and common 
sense can not such young folk married one 
other the two chapels the station? is, 
they must through intricate planning order 
that their vacations may fall the same time. They 
then meet outside, marry and come back Car- 
ville receive blessings and congratulations from 
friends and presumably the staff. 

Carville dances were brilliant and more good 
fun. The girls wore lovely evening gowns and 
music was furnished orchestras from New Or- 
leans and Baton Rouge. One could not believe 
those whirling, laughing, merry boys and girls, men 
and women, could ill. They not look ill. 
They look exactly one two hundred such 
persons would look dancing any attractive ball 
room, any large small city our United 
States. course there are occasional squabbles 
and tiffs Carville’s busy life. There bound 
some “griping”, some discontent. But one felt 
was constructive discontent, and anyhow, there 
are discontents any body over four hundred 
persons, even churches, and reasonable dis- 
content eventually means changes for the better. 
nights when the station wagon did not leave the 


main building (infirmary) until one re- 
members quiet evenings Wit’s End, reading 
aloud, visiting with friends who dropped in. Dis- 
cussions local affairs were held, the Victrola 
got work 


The days were not long enough, when quarter 
nine came all too soon, the visitor said her good 
nights and started the rather long walk the 
infirmary where the station wagon picked guests. 

moonlight nights this was very peaceful 
and beautiful walk—on either side the cement 
path the fields spread. Now and then dove spoke 
softly. The moon and stars seemed much clear- 
er, brighter and closer than the city. 


Walking the same long corridor one had 
passed along each morning, again one heard laugh- 
ter and again one found groups men and wo- 
men, rocking, possibly doing little gossiping, 
the big bays front the houses. “Good night, 
see you tomorrow.” From the station wagon, 
route back Percy’s, Carville our left, blazed 
with lights, and the right, Old Man River 
slipped down toward the Gulf Mexico behind 
the gentle slope its confining levee. 

leave, after seven busy, happy months was 
wrench. But one can always come back “when 
Spring comes laughing.” 


THE REVIEWING STAND 


Two series articles covering Carville and the 
leprosy disease problem were the 
news February. One Paul Ellis, United 
Press science writer, got big play many news- 
papers. The other, by-lined “Nick F.” appeared 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 

Both series were done vivid tabloid style. 
both the word “leper” appeared nauseam, some- 
times itself, sometimes combination “leper 
colony.” This U.S. Marine Hospital should 
longer called “colony” for “colony” presup- 
poses permanent residence, and since the advent 
sulfone therapy, most the patients here ex- 
pect return home within comparatively 
short time. 

Mr. Ellis credits with the desire abolish the 
“odious word” but proceeded use repeat- 
edly. wonder really impossible for “traf- 
fickers words” find others take the 
place terms which they know are objectionable. 
Are they bent finding words produce 
“journalese shock” that they can not make ef- 
fort find suitable words keeping with new 
social and scientific attitudes. 
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the last yarn his series, Mr. Ellis struck 
“hearts and flowers” note depicting the always 
cheerful and dynamic pathet- 
figure —“the most lonely man Carville not 
leper.” has the Major trudging along the cot- 
ton fields back his lonely cottage. The Major 
trudges Buick station wagon and how could 
science writer possibly mistake herd 
cattle for cotton! 

The “Nick F.” series was ghost-written. Nick 
one the most earnest our recent Carville 
grads trying spread the facts about Hansen’s 
disease but are reasonably certain that Nick did 
not count his “personal material 
going strongly melodramatic. 

Apart from objectionable terms, appreciate 
the sidelights Carville both series, especially 
the Sun-Times. This series created much inter- 
est Chicago that the paper sent Jack McPhaul, 
“Nick’s ghost”, Carville additional se- 
ries under his own by-line. public which 
knows little and fears much about “leprosy”, 
the U.P. and Chicago Sun-Times series must have 
brought some interesting information. 


GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


January brought our readers date 
all those who had assisted with our Community 
Christmas Party but when note how much 
time has elapsed since our last public acknowledg- 
ments for contributions our projects feel 
bit embarrassed. Naturally each had received per- 
sonal letter but wish express appreciation 
publicly. 

Unit 184, American Legion Auxiliary Savan- 
nah, Georgia, has weekly game party. One 
Wednesday each month known Carville 
night and all the proceeds are sent used 
where most needed. Those ladies have augmented 
our social service fund and are now helping raise 
our equipment fund point where can 
purchase some necessary tools the trade. 
Carville night Mr. William Clark Savannah will 
not accept any remuneration for his evening’s 
work which makes him monthly contributor 
our funds. 

Wallace Blackley, Georgia’s Carville Chairman, 
sent one list 175 subscriptions October. 
His Atlanta Voiture used the cash from Bingo 
game underwrite subscriptions Voyageurs 
not current subscribers. Mr. Blackley the orig- 
inator the STAR COIN BOXES and have 
been forwarded tidy sum for social service work 
collected this manner. 

Speaking subscriptions, South Carolina con- 
tinues carry its friendly competition with 
Georgia. Tom Williams and Jim Sheppard are 
hard workers and this point the race close 
the subscription campaign. 

taking easy this year after being Carville Chair- 
man for years. Recently staged Game Party 
Voiture 567 raise funds for equipment. 


must have been “honey” for later received 
check for $251. 


The Grand Voiture New York forwarded 
the fines collected recent meeting. Voiture 
Brooklyn, New York, the American Legion 
Auxiliary the Canal Zone, Custer Unit Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich., Clark Wells Toledo and 
Nancy Gill Los Angeles are also recent contrib- 
utors the equipment fund. 


Our most urgent need electrically operated 
machine cut stencils for our Addressograph. 
The hand-operated one now use slow that 
cannot keep with entries and sending first 
issues new subscribers. welcome all the 


subscriptions but would like able send 
THE STAR its journey each you more 
promptly. 

The Wiley-Pevy Unit Minden, Louisiana, 
sent their check for the next months salary 
for reader for blind male patients. This group 
ladies has kept this project alive for several years 
and the men enjoy the reading period each day. 

Records for the Juke Box and for the record 
player the Club Lounge are purchased from 
funds sent Auxiliary group the Canal 
Zone. The American Legion Auxiliary, Dept. 
West Virginia, sent funds purchase blank rec- 
ords cut the recorder they gave last 
summer. 

Ofttimes people will send check used 
send THE STAR libraries, nursing schools, 
etc., our choosing. Mrs. Gustave Janzer 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Mrs. Marie Sheehe 
Rockford, Ill. are recent contributors this 
fund. 

are able continue our educational cam- 
paign Hansen’s disease because the ammuni- 
tion furnished each you. Thanks for helping 
our forward march. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 


General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware 
CONVENIENT COURTEOUS SERVICE 


Carville, Louisiana 


Baton Rouge 


Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


You Can Shop More Reasonably 
J.A. MELANCON, Jr. 


Fancy Groceries and General Merchandise 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 


THE STAR 


Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 


impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 


lp, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
painters, cafeteria help, the two 


cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


* * * 

Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 
those States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 
go.) 

* * * * 

man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 

The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 
Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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EDUCATION THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 


necessary for the educational 
campaign get the help different organizations 
which influence public opinion, such as: profes- 
sional, civic, religious and missionary organizations, 
press associations, organizations authors, the 
radio broadcasting and moving 
tries, etc. 

The essential points bring out are: 

Avoid the use the word ‘leper’ and other 
undesirable terms. 

Correct the present error public opinion 
that leprosy Biblical scourge and that the pa- 
tient cursed. This error brings stigma and injury 
mankind, makes the patient conceal his disease 
and prevents him from seeking medical assistance 
and increases the danger the public. 

deprecate all arguments newspapers, 
magazines, novels, movies, etc., and all situations 
which leprosy and the patient are dramatized, and 
which not correspond human knowledge. 


—5th International Leprosy Congress, 
Havana, Cuba, April 1948 
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